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1. Name of Property

historic name Pacen YM{"AV

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 18724 The Pasec}

N/ not for publication

city, town Kansas City,

N/ vicinity

state Missouri code MO county Jarksnon

code 95 zip code £4108

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
[:Z] private building(s)

[ 1public-local (] gistrict

Ij public-State D site

[ public-Federal [ structure

[l object

Name of related mullinle property listing: .
Historic Resources of the 18th and Vine
Area cf ¥znsas City, Missouri

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
B B sites
structures
0 {1 objects
] 0 Total

Number of contributing resourcesh?}ﬁvious!y
listed in the Maticnal Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certificalion

(s s % 4

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

in my opinion, the propeqy, me? does not 4%13/@1 the National Register criteria.

Ses continuation sheet,

Signature of certitying offid&l7G. ' Tracy Mehan III, Director
Department of N

State or Federal agency and bureau

r&@»ﬂé g/

Date

‘tural Resources and State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agancy and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

1, hereby, cerlify that this property is:

Dentered in the National Register.
DSee continuation sheet.

[(CJdetermined eligible for the National

Register. [__] Ses continuation sheet.
[C] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

jremoved from the National Register.

jother. (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action




§. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categaries from instructions)

SOCIAL/civic

Current Functions {enter categories from ins’*.~%ions)

VACANT/NOT IN USE

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{enter categories from instructions)

 Colonial Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

walls ___brick

roof Asphalt

other __ Tin

Terra Cotta

Describe present and histaric physical appearance.

The Paseo YMCA is a four-story brick, seven-hkay building constructed in 1914.
The bullding was constructed in a rectangular glan with a rear three—story wing
housing a gymnasium. The building is dted on a large rectangular wban Iot with
the main facade criented towards The Paseo. Adlcent to the bulding on the
north facade is a parking lot and there are no outbuildings,

The Paseo YMCA was built with Cclonial Revival irflvences and has a raised
basement and exterior of 5 course bond brick. The building's main antrance is
located in the first story's cenmtral bay and has original doulte doors of wood
and glass which are presently obscured by a plywood panel. Over the docrs is a
transom bar and a 16 light transom. The entrance has a brck and terra cotta
surround and above the entrance is a terra cotta entahlature, Directly above
the entrance is a rectangular panel inscribed "PASEQ Y.M.C.A." and above this
panel is a small terra cotta cornice. Above this cornice is a rectangular
recessed brick panel with a certral terra cotta panel laid in a damond pattern.
Flanking the door are brick pilasters with Dare capitals and fleur-de-lis incised
terra cotta panels.

- The basement level on the main facade has lamge rectangular window openings
with stone silis, All window openings are presently covered with plyweood. Above
_the basement level is a belt course of saldier hrick cowrsing. On the first floor
are 7 bays with the narth and south bays containing 2/1 rectangular wood sash
windows. All windows have terra cotta sills and are set within recessed brick
panels. Above the first story windows are several corbelled brick belt courses
and a terra cotta belt cowrse which extends the width of the building. The
second, third, and fourth stores have similar bay and window arrangement.
Windows on the north and south bays have single 2/l rectanqular sash windows
while the other bays contain two 2/1 rectanqular sash windows. All windows
have terra cotta glls and are located within recessed bays.

In the central bay of the sscond story is a rectancular terra ootta panel with
the YMCA trangle symbal and gadand and swag designs, Dividing each bay on
the upper facade are brick piers which terminate below the building's cornice at
the rocfline. Separating each floor on the upper facade are corbelled brick belt
courses. At the roaofline is a carbslled brick belt course and terra cotta cornice.
At the capitals of the brick plers are inset concrete panels in dlamond designs.

[]See continuation sheet
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Above the cornice is a stepped parapet with an exterior surface of soldier
course brick and terra cotta coping. The north facade of the main hlock has
two bays with windows located on each floor. These windows have stone slls
and are covered with plywood. A prominent metal fire escape is located on this
facade and ca. 1960 metal and glass doors are located on each upper floor. This
facade is of five—course common bond construction. At the roofline is terra

cotta coping. The basement level has a concrete staircase leading to a ca. 1960
metal door,

The west facade of the main block has two bays of windows which have
oconcrete sills and are covered with plywood. The gymnasium wing at the rear is
two—stores high and rests on a raised basement, This section is attached to the
main hlock by a one-story wing., The gymnasium has five bays on the south
facade with each bay containing a rectangular window opening with stone sills
on all three levels, Al windows on this facade have been covered with plywood
panels. The exteror surface on this facade is 6 course common bond. At the
roofline is terra cotta coping. The rear or west facade has similar brick
construction and is divided into five bays with each bay separated by a
concrete pier. Window copenings on this facade have been covered with plywood
and at the roofline is terra cotta coping. The north facade is similar in
configuration to the south facade except for the addition of a metal staircase
connecting the basement level with the first story. Also on this facade is a
square brick smokestack associated with the basement coal fired bailer. Window
openings on this facade have been covered with pglywood.




8. Statement of Significance

Cerifying official has considerad the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
D nationally [ statewide m locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]JA [ ]B [Jc [Jo

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) (Ja (e CJe (o e OF (e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Social History 1914- 194} N/A
Ethnic Heriatage--Black 1914-1941 N/A

Cultural Affittation
N/A

Significant Parson Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Paseo Branch of the Y.M.C.A. is significant under Criterion A for its role
in the social history of Xansas City's black community. The building was
constructed in 1914 and was the primary social agency and center which served
black citizens in the early 20th century. (See "Historic Resources of the
18th and Vine Area of Kansas City, Missouri® MPS: “Social Buildings and
Organizations in the 18th and Vine Area, 1914-1941.") Designed with Colonial
Revival influences, the four-story building was one of the largest constructed
in the 18th and Vine area and its architectural appearance has not been
significantly altered. Upon its completion, the building contained
dormitories, a cafeteria, gymnasium, and swimming pool operated by the Young
Men's Christian Association. The YMCA also provided meeting space for local
black civic and social organizations. The building was utilized by the YMCA
until recent years and is presently vacant.

The Young Men's ChrisHan Assoclation (YMCA) was farmed in England in 1844
to improve the conditions and opportunities for young men. The YMCA stressed
spiritual, social, and physical development and by 1851 the association had
branches in America. The first convention of American associations tock place
in 1854 and over the next several decades YMCA chapters had been formed in
mest major cities in the country. Buildings constructed by the YMCA usually
included not only overnight lodging and meeting rooms but also gymnasiums for
physical actvities,

YMCA membership was not restricted by race and black kranches of the
arganization were formed as early as 1853. In 1900, the growing hlack
population of Kansas City led to the formation of a local YMCA by both hlack
and white civic leaders. Organization of the black YMCA branch occurred two
years later with headquarters at 914 E. 12th Street. A bullding campaign was
bequn in 1907 with a goal of $10,000 to construct a modern facility. Property
was purchased in the 180Q hlock of The Paseo, a major thoroughfare one Hock
. west of the intersecton of 18th and Vine Streets. This location was in the
~ Paseo District, the most densely populated area of hlack residents in the city.

[X] see continuation sheet
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The goal of §10,000 was soon reached and the YMCA moved into three small
buildings on its property on The Paseo. Prominent physician, Dr. J. Edward
Perry was the first chairman of the Board of Managers and he provided capahle
leadership in these early years. The YMCA soon outgrew iks original buildings
and began to examine ways to construct a new facility. In 1910, Jewish
philanthropist Juliuvs Rosenwald of Chicago announced that he would offer
$25,000 to any city that would raise an additional $75,000 for a Negro YMCA
building. This challenge was met by Kansas City and in 1913 a ten-day
subscription campaign raised $30,000 in the black community while white
residents donated $50,000. Construction began on a large four-story brck
building which was completed in 1914, Named the Paseo YMCA, the building
was sited facihg The Paseo towards the 18th and Vine area.

The architect for the Paseo YMCA has not been identified but the design for
the building was influenced by the Colonial Revival style. The main section of
the building is rectangular in form and has a decorative stone surround at the
entrance with brick Doric pilasters. Dividing the upper floor bays are brick piers
and below the roofline is a sheet metal cornice. The main facade has a stepped
parapet roofline with terra cotta coping. The building is symmetrical in form
and has a rear two-story wing.

The main section of the building was constructed with meeting rooms,
dormitories, and a cafeteria along with offices of the YMCA. The rear wing
was built with a large gymnasium and in the basement was a concrete swimming
pocl. The services provided by the YMCA were many and reached into hundreds
of homes in the hlack community. The building contained rooms for visitors and
tourists, a dining hall and cafeteria, and meeting halls and rooms for use by
local civic and social organizations. The YMCA organized and sponsored
basketball teams, swimming teams, and other teams to promcte physical
activity and sportsmanship. The YMCA sponsored youth groups such as the Hi~Y
and Gra-Y clubs, Boy Scout troops, and Bible classes.

For many years the Paseo YMCA was the only community enterprise in the city
that blacks supported and operated. The YMCA was run by an all-black
Committee of Management of twenty-one local residents who guided the
day-to—day operation of the facility. During the 1920s and 1930s, it provided the
only meeting place for clubs and study groups and the swimming pool was the
only indoor poal available for the black community. The building was open 24
hours each day and was the major social center for klack residents of Kansas
City during these decades. By 1941, the YMCA provided community service to
162 groups which annually held 3,650 meetings in the building with total
attendance estimated at over 76,000.
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The Paseo YMCA continued to be an important center in the dlack community
until integration of YMCA facilities in the 1960s. Attendance at the facility
also declined in these years as hlack residents moved to the east and south into
other areas of the city. By the 1970s, the Paseo YMCA was no longer
economical to maintain and the building was closed and is presently vacant. For
much of the 20th century the Paseo YMCA was the major social center for the
Kansas City black community through its meeting halls, promotion of sports, and
outreach of social services. Over the vears the building has not been
significantly altered and retains its original exteror appearance. The Paseo
YMCA possesses a lengthy heritage of service to the black residents of Kansas
City and remains a landmark on The Paseo.




9. Major Bibliographical References

[A see continuation sheet
Pravious documentation on file (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of addilional data:
has been requested [:]Slale historic preservation office
[ lpreviously listed in the National Register [_]Other State agency
E]previously determined eligible by the Nationa! Register DFederal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark DLocal government
Drecorded by Histaric American Buildings DUniversity
Survey # [Tother
{Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Pecotd #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property l.ess than 1 acre

UTM References

All,5] Ble4l7,5:5! ta,212,716,3:5] sl ) b Lo v bbb e e
Zone  Easting Norhing Zone Easling Northing
el Ll oy v b bty ] >N I I T I I B A B

. ti ti heet
Kansas Clty, MO Quad DSee continuation shee

Verbal dary D
o aT%ou'\a d%slg?mfor the Paseo YMCA includes all of lots 86, 87, 88 of block 4
in the H.W. Armfield's Addition and lot 2 of the Brent's Addltlon. The

boundary is drawn to include the building but exclude the adjacent parking
lot.

[ see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundary includes all property historically assoc1ated with the Paseo YMCA.

[C)see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte _ _Phil Thomason

organization _Thomason and Associates date 21 December 1983
street & number _P. 0. Box 121275 telephone 615-383-0227

city or town __Nashville state N zip code _37212
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18th-and Vine Multiple-Resource- Area.

Paseo YMCA

Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri

Date: September, 1989

Photo by: Thomason and Associates, Nashville, TN
Neg: Departiment of Natural Resources

View: East facade, towards northwest.

Photo # 1 of 4

View: Entrance on east facade.
Photo # 2 of 4

View: North facade, towards south,
Photo 4 3 of 4

View: South and west facades, towards north.
Photo # 4 of 4
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EXISTING BASEMENT PLAN )
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Paseo YMCA
Kansas City, MO




up

EXISTING FIRST FLOOR PLAN N@
SCALE  pme

Paseo YMCA
Kansas City, MO
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Paseo YMCA
Kansas City, MO
















